
Categories of Public Use Levels for all Conservation 20/20 Preserves Conservation 
20/20 Preserves

Key Code:
 Planned to become a Category 1 Preserve.
 Planned to become a Category 2 Preserve.
 Could become Category 2 or 3 if the cattle license is
           terminated from all or part of these preserves.
 Currently only waterfront access.
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PURPOSE
The purpose of the Lee County Conservation Land 
Acquisition and Stewardship Program, known as 
Conservation 20/20, is to acquire and protect 
environmentally critical or sensitive land within Lee 
County. Preferred lands help preserve the existing 
biodiversity of Lee County and are important 
for conserving and enhancing water resources. 
Between 1997-2005 over 11,780 acres have been 
preserved.

BACKGROUND
In 1996, the majority of voters in Lee County voted to 
increase property taxes by up to 0.5 mils to protect 
environmentally critical lands. The tax was promoted 
by a grass roots effort from citizens concerned about 
the loss of environmentally sensitive land to rapid 
development. The Lee County Board of County 
Commissioners created the “Conservation 20/20” 
land acquisition and stewardship program to fulfi ll 
voter directive. The Board formed a fi fteen-member 
citizen advisory committee, called the Lee County 
Conservation Land Acquisition and Stewardship 
Advisory Committee (CLASAC) to oversee the program.  
CLASAC has been meeting regularly since 1997.

FUNDING
In 2005, the property tax millage generated 
approximatley $24 million dollars.  A minimum of ten 
percent of the funds are used for land stewardship 
activities such as invasive exotic pest plant control and 
establishment of passive, resource-based, recreational 
facilities, in addition to creating a fund to manage 
preserves in perpetuity.

HOW TO NOMINATE PROPERTY
This is a willing seller acquisition program. An 
application is needed for the review process to 
begin and there is no fee to apply.  Forms may 
be obtained by visiting the Conservation 20/20 
website or contacting the Lee County Division of 
County Lands.  For more information on how to 
nominate a property please contact Lynda Riley 
Conservation 20/20 Program Coordinator via 
Telephone:(239) 479-8505, or email: rileylt@
leegov.com 

For additional information about acquisition 
contact:

Conservation 20/20 Program
Division of County Lands

P.O. Box 398
1500 Monroe Street-4th Floor

Ft. Myers, FL  33902
(239) 479-8505

www.leegov.com/countylands/cons2020.htm

For additional information about land stewardship 
activities and volunteer opportunities contact:

Conservation 20/20 Program
Lee County Parks and Recreation

3410 Palm Beach Blvd.
Ft. Myers, FL  33916

(239) 461-7400
www.leeparks.org

(Natural Resources Tab)
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Catesby’s Lily, Yellow Fever Creek Preserve

Green Treefrog, Flag Pond Preserve

Black Mangrove, San Carlos Bay-Bunch Beach Preserve

1. Primary Use Preserve – Category 1
Preserves in this category have easy access, their size allows 
for space to construct parking and other amenities.  Grants 
are available to fund capital improvements and the Parks and 
Recreation budget funds staff dedicated to maintaining the public 
use facilities.
•   Additional passive, resource-based, recreational activities   
     will be offered once a Land Stewardship Plan has   determined      
     which uses will be compatible with protecting the animal 
     and plant communities found at the specifi c preserve.
•   A parking area, with marked spaces will be provided.
•   Restrooms will be provided.
•   Daily staff presence.
•  Regular environmental educat ion programs wi l l
      be offered.
•   Interpretive signs.
•   Capital improvements, such as boardwalks, canoe/kayak
     launches, overlooks, picnic benches, bike racks and marked
     trails will be provided for visitors where feasible.
•   ADA accessibility provided.
•   Will be open to the public during daytime hours, unless special
     arrangements are made. 

Current Category 1 Preserves:
Hickey’s Creek Mitigation Park           Six Mile Cypress Slough

2. Intermediate Use Preserve – Category 2
Preserves in this category have space to provide limited 
parking without degrading the habitat within the preserve and 
are conducive to providing a trail system for more than one 
recreational use.
•   Some additional passive, resource based, recreational
     activities will be offered once a Land Stewardship Plan has
     determined which uses will be compatible with protecting the
     animal and plant communities found at the specifi c preserve.
•   Unimproved trail head will be provided.
•   Restrooms may be provided.
•   Frequent, but not daily, staff presence.
•   Occasional fi eld trips and/or educational programs will be
     provided.
•   Interpretive signs may be present.
•   Primitive trails will be provided.
•   Picnic tables and bike racks may be provided.
•   Will be open to the public during daytime hours unless special
     arrangements are made.

Current Category 2 Preserves:
 San Carlos Bay – Bunche Beach
 Pine Island Flatwoods

3. Limited Use Preserve – Category 3
Preserves in this category are intended to be more of a 
“neighborhood” preserve.  At this time, there is no space available 
for parking for either ecological, priority, or safety reasons.  
Members of the public who would like to visit these preserves 
may have to walk, bike or paddle a distance from public parking 
areas.

•   If the preserve is fenced, at least one walkthrough will 
     be provided.
•   No parking or restroom facilities available.
•   Staff present for quarterly site inspections and at other times as
     necessary for the proper management of the preserve.
•   If there is a public interest, fi eld trips and/or educational
     programs will be provided.
•   Some primitive trails may be marked.
•   Will be open to the public during daytime hours unless special    
     arrangements are made.
•   May only be accessible to boaters.

Current Category 3 Preserves:

 Charlotte Harbor Orange River
 Galt Pine Lake
 Yucca Pens Powell Creek

 Yellow Fever Creek

 Caloosahatchee Creeks Pop Ash Creek  
 Prairie Pines

 Columbus G. MacLeod Deep Lagoon
 Imperial River

4. Resource Protection & Restoration
    Preserve – Current Category 4
Preserves in this category do not currently provide regular public 
access.  This could either be due to the fact that public access is 
not feasible (such as a preserve that has no road access or one 
that consists entirely of mangrove swamps) or preserves where the 
land stewardship activities could create unsafe conditions for the 
public (such as a preserve with an active cattle license).
•   No facilities or marked trails will be offered.
•   Staff present for quarterly site inspections and at other times as
     necessary for the proper management of the preserve.
•   If there is a public interest, staff may provide guided fi eld
     trips when there are no safety concerns and it is compatible
     with protecting the animal and plant communities found at the
     specifi c preserve.

 Alva Scrub  Estero Marsh 
 Gator Hole  Flag Pond  
 Imperial Marsh  Hickory Swamp
 Wild Turkey Strand  Spanish Creek 2

Tar� ower, Prairie Pines Preserve

conservation 20/20
land stewardship program

Once a preserve is acquired, Land Stewardship Staff 
develop a Stewardship Plan which identifi es the 
physical and natural resources of the site, identifi es 
management needs and determines appropriate 
resource-based recreational opportunities. Typical 
management activities you may see on our 
Preserves include:
� Posting boundary signs
� Removing invasive exotic plants
� Prescribed burning
� Restoring natural waterfl ow
� Trapping feral hogs


